Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Contest

Martell Forest – Fall 2009
Field Condition Sheet

A combination wetland/rural management plan has been selected for the contest this year.  The area to be managed is owned by the Purdue Department of Forestry and Natural Resources.  The parcel is surrounded by 300 acres of hardwood forest.  The parcel to be managed is approximately 11.4 acres and contains a young walnut plantation, several small open grassy areas, and about 700 feet of Indian Creek.  

Species to be managed:

· Bullfrog
· Mink

· Muskrat
· Red-winged Blackbird
· Wood Duck
The property manager for some time has wanted to establish a wetland at Martel Forest, both for research and personal reasons.  Growing up he lived near and frequently explored a wetland where he enjoyed the sounds of bullfrogs and red-winged blackbirds.  The university also wants to begin a long term study of muskrats and needs an isolated study area.  With proper management, wood ducks should be attracted to the wetland.  Good populations of these four species are desired.  Another research project has established that a high population of mink exists along Indian Creek.

Purdue has budgeted $3,000 for this project, plus made a wide variety of construction equipment available for the cost of fuel only.  Bullfrogs and red-wing blackbirds are not presently found at Martell.  Muskrats are rare.  Purdue has long-term data on mink and wood duck numbers.   
You will have one hour to complete a management plan to achieve these objectives.  

Turn In Two Sheets of Paper

1) Your sketch or visual plan


2) Your written management recommendations (use one side only).  
