Indiana 4-H Wildlife Project – Questions & Answers 

2007 and before

Q – I have a couple of wildlife questions.  The first one – a parent wanted to know if they could enlarge the wildlife grade 3 poster.  It currently as you know is not the standard 22X28 poster.  They wanted to enlarge it to make it stand out and look a little different than the other posters and be able to show more detail of the poster.  


Secondly – on wildlife grade 4, the 4-H member is doing the food chain option.  The member is doing the 6 food chains listed in the manual but wants to show more detail.  For example, more parts of the chains in each food chain.

A – It would be fine to enlarge the wildlife poster. We would have made it 22x28 if the cost had not been prohibitive. And, yes. The 4th grade member can certainly show more parts of the food chain. We wanted to keep it simple but there is no reason that they can’t go further and I applaud that. 
Q – I have a parent wanting to know what is on the label when you are labeling leaves for a 3rd grade poster?  I couldn’t read the examples on the website.  Thanks!

A – We did not specify what should be on the labels, so they can do it as they wish. Traditionally, we asked for the tree name, type of leaf, and other characteristics. That makes sense for some of the activities, but not all. The 4-H member should focus on providing the information that best conveys the information that the activity in the manual was trying to teach.

Q – I heard that there was a 4-H/FFA Career Development Event for kids interested in Wildlife. Can you tell me about it?
A – Yes, that is right. The Wildlife Habitat Evaluation CDE is a competition between teams (of 3-4 youth) to show how much they know about creating and managing wildlife habitat. It is an invitational event, so any 4-H, FFA, or independent team may participate. Studying for the Wildlife Habitat Evaluation CDE is an excellent way to increase your understanding of wildlife ecology and management practices.  Participants evaluate wildlife habitat by identifying wildlife foods, evaluating aerial photographs, and working as a team to write a management plan. Knowledge gained through studying and competing in this event will help participants understand how to create a wildlife habitat, wherever they live, throughout their lives. Teaching tools and additional information are available at www.four-h.purdue.edu/whep.  (Note: The winning 4-H and FFA teams qualify for trips to national competitions.)
National Wildlife Federation Schoolyard Habitat program

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has a wildlife habitat certification program for informal educators. See their schoolyard habitat website at www.nwf.org/schoolyardhabitats/, for information about how your wildlife project members might have part of your fairgrounds or an after-school program certified. If your club members are interested in obtaining the NWF certification they should consider using any of the following resources: WHEP CDE team (trained in wildlife habitat evaluation), Purdue’s wildlife website (www.purdue.edu/wildlife), and the NWF website. 

