Nomenclature Question
Question: I’m wondering why there is conflicting information about cockroach nomenclature?  While reviewing the insects before the Entomology CDE, I learned that some resources list the order of cockroaches as Blattodea or Blattaria but that the Purdue reference guide lists it as Dictyoptera. Which is right? And what is a superorder? My main office reference, The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Insects and Spiders, contains the same information as the table below which I found on Wikipedia. Other references I found online confirmed what Purdue’s guide said. It was split about 50:50 on which was right. I went with Purdue’s determination for the sake of the contest, but I’m still left wondering. Stacye

Answer: Stacye, There is no one right way and entomologists are divided.  We have chosen to include mantids, walking sticks, and roaches into one order Dictyoptera.  Others break up the order into two.  It is just a matter of preference (much like spelling a name – Stacey, Stacie, or Stacye).  For purposes of this CDE we have gone this direction and to avoid confusion we will only accept it this way.    

